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Abstract

This article explores the influence of the digital era on spiritual practices within the context of Tarekat
Sufism. Using a qualitative approach incorporating in-depth interviews, participatory observation, and
content analysis of digital Sufism platforms, this study examines the changes in rituals, the evolving role of
spiritual teachers, and the integration of digital technology in spiritual life. Tarekat, shaped by the
experiential knowledge of Sufi masters, intersects with digital advancements enabling seamless access to a
vast array of resources in cyberspace. The findings reveal that digital technology has significantly impacted
spiritual practices within Tarekat Sufism. These include easier access to spiritual guidance throngh online
Pplatforms, the proliferation of Sufism applications and digital content, and the formation of online
communities fostering spiritual connection. However, the challenges such as the risk of spiritual
commodification, the reduced personal interaction with spiritual teachers, and the maintainance of
anthenticity in digital spiritual practices are also observed. This research contributes to the academic
disconrse by highlighting the intersection of spirituality and technology, offering a nuanced understanding of
how digital tools reshape traditional Sufi practices. Methodologically, it underscores the utility of combining
qualitative methods with digital ethnography to study the evolving spiritual phenomena. These insights
provide a foundation for further exploration of the balance between tradition and innovation in the context
of digital spirituality.
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INTRODUCTION

The advancement of digital technology in the modern era has brought about
profound changes in various aspects of human life, including spiritual life (Ahyar 2017). In
the context of Sufism, where spiritual practices and the search for deep meaning are the
main focus, it is important to understand the implications of this digital age. In recent
years, digital technology has influenced the way spiritual communities interact with other
communities. Easy access to the internet, meditation apps and social media platforms allow
individuals to access spiritual resources, connect with other spiritual practitioners and share
experiences online. Indeed, there are still taboos in the wortld of Tariqah Sufism that if
described, the aroma of Tariqah will be lost and dispersed, giving the impression that the
knowledge is hidden or can only be communicated between the murshid and the student
(Bruinessen 2014). In addition, there are also challenges such as distraction and disruption

caused by the excessive use of digital technology.

The gap in the understanding and practice of Sufism in the digital era can stem from
several factors. One of them is the shift in values and orientation in modern society that
tends to be more materialistic and secular, which can make spirituality as taught in Sufism
neglected or even considered irrelevant. Moreover, the influence of globalization and
technology can also affect the understanding and practice of Sufism (Wahid 2024). For
example, technological advances allow for easy access to information from various sources,
but in many cases, such information is not always filtered wisely, which can deteriorate the

correct understanding of Sufism.

Furthermore, there is also an inaccurate or stereotypical understanding of Sufism
among non-Muslims, which might lead to a gap in perception between Muslim and non-
Muslim communities. In our digitalized, fast-paced, and globally connected society, people
may also be more inclined to seek instant solutions or “fashionable” spiritual practices
rather than following the steps of Sufism (magam) that often require patience and
dedication (Zaini, 2021).

The concept of Sufism, especially in undergoing certain tariqas, relies on the history
of the Prophet who tried to find peace and ultimate truth to the cave of Hira. Furthermore,
the Prophet also received revelation there, after secluding himself and lonely from his
anxiety about the immorality that continued to run rampant in the city of Mecca. This
condition is why some Sufism thinkers believe that tarigah practices such as suluk and the
like still exist in the modern era. Further problems, not all agree with the path as above,
other thinkers argue that the Prophet brooded in the cave of Hira before obtaining the
treatise (Sabar, 2016). As for after that, the apostle focused more on actual and
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implementative things. They are starting from preaching, spreading Islam, even building an

Islamic state.

When associated with the digital era, Sufism has not yet found a popular method and
formulation. The epistemology of Sufism, which is lived through the kasyaf approach, has a
different construction from digitalization, which is metaversed. The question is whether
Sufism and digitalization must be separated, or if there is a special path that can bring these
two variables together. Speaking of technology, in essence the Apostle did not forbid his
people to think more advanced and innovative. Qurais Shihab explained that when one of
the young men invented the latest lamp in that era (innovative), the Apostle was very
happy, even the Apostle said; “If only my son is still unmarried, of course I will marry
you.” The quote above shows that the Prophet supports innovation including digitalization
as it is today (Aisyah, 2017). This means that the Prophet would not ask his people to be
ignorant of technology, rather it is recommended to be responsive to the times. The next
problem is that digitalization has never happened during the Prophet's time, so ijtihad and
interpretation are needed on how to combine digitalization with Sufism values or

otherwise.

The study of Sufism in the digital era is not a new finding, there have been several
researchers who have studied and discussed it coherently. Annisa Wahid in her publication
entitled; “Sufism in the Digital Age: Maintaining Spiritual Awareness amid Technology,”
has described very well how the practice of tasawwuf is needed in maintaining spiritual
awareness in the digital era. This research also concludes the importance of Sufism
education so that humans remain connected to God so that various digitalization activities
are not misused (Wahid, 2024). Although they both study Sufism in the digital era, Annisa
Wahid only focuses on self-protection with the fence of Sufism. In contrast to the author's
study, which has a special sub-chapter where technology can be used as one of the media in

transforming the spirit of Sufism.

Zulfan Taufik, and Taufik Muhammad in their research entitled; “Mediated Tarekat
Qadiriyah wa Nagshabandiyah in the Digital Era: An Ethnographic Overview,” have
narrated very well how the existence of tarikat is socialized through various digital
platforms such as websites, social media, and e-commercials (Taufik, 2021). The research
above has similarities with the authot's study, especially in the context of tarekat and
digitalization. The difference is that the work above examines the Qadiriyah and
Nagshabandiyah Tariqah specifically. The author's research is more general and examines

Sufism in general.

Ziaulhaq Hidayat in a journal entitled; “Transforming Sufism into Digital Media:
Eshaykh and Simplification of Tarekat Orthodoxy,” has concluded very structurally how
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orthodox Sufi practices can be done digitally and have virtual congregations. The above
research has similarities with the author in the context of transformation, Sufism, and
digital (Hidayat, 2022). If it tends to narrate the complications of the difficulty of online
tarekat, the author is more focused on finding the intersection (significance) between

tasawwuf tarekat and digitalization.

Based on the analysis of previous studies, and after exploring deeply, there are
significant distinctions between the author's article and existing research studies. The
novelty is most evident in the aspect of the significance of balance (middle way), where
although digitalization and Sufism are tried to be combined, in a more sacred practice,
digital media is kept away for a moment so that the inner experience (khasyaf) can be
realized by Sufi practitioners. In this section, the peak experience of the practice of Sufism
cannot be digitized, because the Sufi meeting with God is not done digitally, but occurs in

the realm of mind relam (batin).

The researcher used a qualitative approach to understand the implications of the
digital era on spiritual life in the context of Sufism tariqah. Literature studies in spiritual
practices were conducted to collect data and comparisons. References used included
relevant academic journals, books and scientific articles on the implications of the digital
era on spiritual life and Sufism orders. This approach enabled the identification of
emerging thematic patterns related to the influence of the digital era on spiritual life in
Sufism orders. Data from the literature study is analyzed deductively and inductively. The
findings that emerged were categorized and organized into themes that reflected the
implications of the digital era on spiritual life in Sufism orders. The analysis is conducted by

comparing and writing down the core description of the data sources.
DISCUSSION

1. Spirituality in Islam

Spirituality in Islam involves the deep and substantial aspects of Muslims' religious
beliefs and practices. It encompasses an individual's relationship with Allah SWT, the
search for meaning, self-development, and life based on the teachings of Islam. At its core,
spirituality in Islam is based on the belief that humans are spiritual beings who have a direct
relationship with Allah SWT. This is reflected in worship practices, such as the five daily
prayers, Ramadan fasting, and Hajj, all of which are intended to strengthen an individual's
spiritual connection with the Creator. In addition to ritual worship, spirituality in Islam also
includes aspects such as noble character, patience, gratitude, and concern for others (Asfa
20006, 251). All of these are part of the effort to achieve closeness to Allah SWT and reflect

the values taught in Islam.
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Many spiritual practices in Islam also involve introspection, meditation, and
reflection on religious teachings and daily life. This allows individuals to deepen their
understanding of religion and increase their spiritual awareness. In Islam, spirituality is not
only limited to the individual aspects but also has a strong social dimension. Muslims are
taught to care about the welfare of society, give alms, and do good to others as part of
devotion to Allah SWT (Amiruddin, Qotib, and Zailani 2021). Overall, spirituality in Islam
is an integral part of a Muslim's life, leading to a search for meaning, closeness to Allah

SWT, and continuous self-development to achieve happiness and spiritual perfection.

Meanwhile, Sufism tarekat can be interpreted as a method to achieve higher spiritual
awareness by Sufism practitioners. Sufism involves a process of cleansing the heart,
developing self-awareness, and achieving a closer relationship with God (Azwar and
Muliono 2022, 315). This concept refers to the understanding that humans have a spiritual
dimension that needs to be deepened through specific spiritual practices. In Sufism orders,
individuals are directed to recognize the nature of life and connection with God through
structured and systematic practices so that there are akhlaki, amali, and falsafi Sufism
(Septiawadi 2017, 183). Sufism orders have a framework of teachings and methods
inherited from the Islamic tradition, which involve specific practices such as dhikr,
meditation, maqamat practices accompanied by ahwal reflection on the life passed. In
addition, Sufism orders also emphasize the importance of guidance and spiritual mentors
who act as teachers in the individual's spiritual journey to stay on the right path
(Sabaruddin Bisri, Sukiman, and Muzakkir 2022, 81).

Practices in Sufism orders include dhikr, meditation, contemplation, and other
practices aimed at achieving understanding and direct experience with God. Zikr, as one of
the central practices in Sufism, is performed by repeating the name of God as a form of
worship and deep meditation. This practice helps individuals focus their minds and hearts
on God and experience a deeper spiritual experience. Through the practice of dhikr,
individuals are directed to intensify awareness of God's presence in every aspect of life
(Irawan, Latif, and Arrauf Nasution 2022, 82). In addition to dhikr, meditation and
devotional practices are also intended to assist individuals in focusing their attention on

aspects of inner transformation.

Through the practices of a Sufism congregation, individuals are led to experience
deep inner change and develop higher spiritual awareness. The practices of dhikr,
meditation and contemplation help individuals focus their attention on God and experience
deep and lasting spiritual experiences. Through a deep understanding of the practices of
Sufism and the process of inner transformation, individuals can deepen their understanding
of the nature of life and experience positive changes within themselves. Sufism orders and

practices may vary from one tradition to another, but their essence still leads to deep
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spiritual development and a deeper understanding of the connection with God (Miswari,
Dahlan, and Hadi W.M. 2022, 103).

2. The Digital Age, Social Transformation, and its Implications

In the digital age, information, and communication technology have become the
backbone of everyday life. Humans not only use the internet to search for information, but
to connect with others through social media, instant messaging apps, and other digital
platforms. This creates an infinite network, expanding our scope of communication from
local to global. However, this transformation also brings profound implications in vatrious
aspects of life, including in the realm of religion. Religious communication, religious
teachings, and interactions between believers have felt the touch of the digital age. Social
media, for example, has become an important platform for religious communities to share
knowledge, expand the reach of proselytization, and build solidarity among believers
(Mollah et al. 2023).

The digital age has complex implications for the spiritual life of Sufism orders. Easier
access to spiritual resources provides opportunities for broader spiritual development. With
digital technologies such as the internet, individuals can easily access a variety of spiritual
resources such as literature, lectures, studies, and spiritual practice guides. The use of digital
apps and platforms can help individuals maintain consistency and organization of prayer

times, such as prayer time reminders or spiritual journaling apps (Halafoff et al. 2021, 682).

Easy access to spiritual resources provides opportunities for broader spiritual
development. Through social media and online community platforms, individuals can
connect with a wider spiritual community. They can interact, share experiences, and get
support on the spiritual journey. Virtual communities provide a space to exchange
thoughts, learn together, and strengthen commitment to living a spiritual life. Individuals

can access diverse views and viewpoints from people with different spiritual backgrounds
(Addo 2021, 45).

The existence of various digital resources, such as meditation apps, inspirational
podcasts, and spiritual education websites, provides individuals with a wider range of
options in exploring spiritual practices that suit their needs and interests (Istiani and
Zadugisti 2017). With this variety of resources, individuals can customize their spiritual
practices according to personal preferences and goals. They can explore meditation, dhikr,
devotional or other spiritual practices that suit their needs. Digital resources can be useful
aids, but they cannot replace the importance of direct experience and personal
connectedness with God. Sufism practitioners need to maintain a balance between the use

of digital technology and in-person spiritual practices (Karisna 2022, 60).
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Digital resources make access to spiritual resources easier. With the internet, digital
books and online platforms, individuals can easily access, mentor various spiritual materials
and resources. This opens up opportunities for individuals to explore spiritual knowledge,
obtain practice guidance, and connect with spiritual communities online. Through digital
accessibility, individuals can explore various spiritual traditions and enrich their spiritual

experiences and uncover the understanding of Sufism (Karisna 2022, 60).

Spiritual practices in Sufism orders have also changed with the advent of digital
technology. Meditation apps, online community platforms and other digital resources have
facilitated Sufism practitioners in carrying out spiritual practices Meditation apps such as
Insight Timer or Headspace provide meditation and relaxation guides that can be accessed
anytime and anywhere. In addition, online community platforms such as SufiSpace or
Tasawuf Online Community allow Sufism practitioners to interact, share experiences, and
learn from fellow Sufism practitioners. Thus, digital technology provides new means for
Sufism practitioners to support and deepen their spiritual practice (Ach. Shodiqil Hafil
2022, 17).

In the context of the integration of Sufism spiritual practices in the digital era, there
are several supporting factors that need to be considered. First, the willingness of
individuals to explore and adopt digital technology in their spiritual practices (Anwar 2021,
95). An individual's interest and belief in the ability of technology to enrich spiritual
experiences can be an important motivation in integrating spiritual practices with digital
technology. In addition, the willingness to adapt to technological changes and learn to use

digital applications and platforms is also an important factor in effective use.

Another supporting factor is the development of digital technologies that support
spiritual practices. The existence of meditation apps, spiritual community platforms and
other digital resources provide practical means to support and deepen spiritual practice
(Nurhayati et al. 2023, 27). Meditation apps that offer various meditation and relaxation
guides can help individuals maintain consistency in daily spiritual practice. Online spiritual
community platforms allow Sufism practitioners to interact, share experiences and expand

their social networks in a spiritual context.

Self-awareness in using digital technology, setting time limits and selecting content
that supports spiritual practice are important steps in making balanced use of digital
technology. Furthermore, getting guidance and support from spiritual communities or
spiritual teachers in integrating digital technology can help individuals overcome challenges
that arise (Elmansyah 2016).

In the context of Hamka's version of modern Sufism, the integration of spiritual

practices in the digital era can be an extension of Hambka's efforts to popularize the
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teachings of Sufism and Islamic spirituality in a form that is more relevant to the times. In
Hamka's wortks, such as “Modern Sufism” and “The Development of Sufism in
Indonesia,” Hamka underlines the importance of understanding and applying the teachings
of Sufism in the context of modern daily life (Hamka 1996). In the digital era, the
integration of the spiritual practices of Sufism with technology can be a concrete

manifestation of this effort.

Thus, the integration of spiritual practices of Sufism in the digital age involves
conceptual understanding, judicious application of technology, and self-awareness in
maintaining a balance between the digital world and the spiritual dimension. By utilizing
relevant literature and references, Sufism practitioners can develop a holistic and integrated
approach to their spiritual journey, while upholding the fundamental values and principles

of Sufism.

3. Opportunities and Challenges of Applying Digital Technology in Tarekat

Opverall, the development of digital technology has had a significant impact on
spiritual practices in Sufism or Tariqah. There are new opportunities to access spiritual
resources, communicate with spiritual communities, and enhance spiritual practices.
However, challenges such as overuse and lack of deep spiritual experience need to be
addressed wisely. In integrating digital technology, it is important to maintain a balance, not
lose touch with direct spiritual practices, and stay focused on deep spiritual experiences
(Taufik and Taufik 2021, 35).

Before the significant development of digital technology, the practice of Sufism
tariqah was generally done directly with the guidance of a spiritual teacher who had
experience and knowledge in the Sufism tradition. Individuals who wanted to pursue a
Sufism order would follow a series of exercises, rituals, and teachings given by the teacher
in a face-to-face and closed manner. However, with the advancement of digital technology,
the spiritual practice of Sufism has also changed. Individuals can now access spiritual
resources in Sufism through online platforms to gain spiritual knowledge, guidance, and

inspiration from various sources (Munandar 2023, 13).

In the digital age, the paradigm shift in society affects social behavior, including
spirituality. Wide access to information through the internet enables new explorations and
discoveries in spiritual practices. Technological advancements support spiritual practices
through meditation apps, spiritual journals, and other technologies. Individuals can be
more organized and connected in their spiritual practices. The digital age also affects the
way individuals seek spiritual identity and fulfillment through online platforms,

communities aligned with spiritual values, and online classes on spirituality. This facilitates

20 | Tarekat in the Digital Age: ... 13-30 (Armyn Hasibuan, et. al )



ISSN: 1411-1632 (Pring) 2527-5992 (Oniine e Rellald

Vol. 27 No. 1 April 2024

exploring and developing the spiritual dimension in an individual's life. (Ashoumi, Novi
Cahyani, and Kris Yuan Hidayatulloh 2022).

This paradigm shift affects the social behavior and spirituality of society as a whole.
People are more connected, have wide access to information, and are active in seeking the
spiritual dimension. However, challenges such as invalid information and technological
distractions require to be addressed wisely. In Sufism, the digital age offers opportunities
for: First, online courses covering meditation, dhikr, and understanding Sufism. Second,
the dissemination of spiritual messages through social media, blogs, and video platforms.
Third, technology to monitor spiritual progress through apps that track spiritual practices
(Mansouri 2018, 121). These apps can provide statistics and graphs that visualize the
practitionet's progress on their spiritual journey. This can help practitioners see their
progress over time, notice consistency in practice, and motivate themselves to continue to
improve and go further in their spiritual lives (Hidayat 2023). By taking advantage of these
opportunities, practitioners of Tarekat Sufism can integrate digital technology into their
daily spiritual practices. However, technology is only a tool while the essence of spiritual

practice still lies in personal experience, introspection, and connection with God.

Digital technology supports the spiritual practice of Sufism with dhikr apps and e-
learning platforms. The mobile app provides a collection of dhikr and prayers in a variety
of formats to help Sufism practitioners perform their worship regularly. In addition, the e-
learning platform offers courses and materials on Islamic Sufism, allowing practitioners to
deepen their knowledge according to a flexible schedule. (Serttas 2020, 275). Sufism
practitioners can utilize social media, blogs, and recorded lectures to explore Sufism. They
can follow social media accounts and blogs that focus on Sufism, get quotes and advice
from Sufi Shaykhs, and interact with the Sufism community. Recordings of Sufism lectures
and talks are also widely available on digital platforms, expanding the understanding of

Sufism concepts from various prominent teachers and scholars (Waddick 2023, 11).

The use of digital technology in Sufism has important implications that need to be
considered. First, easy access: Dhikr apps, e-learning platforms, social media, and recorded
Sufism lectures can be accessed quickly through mobile devices or computers, allowing
practitioners to get information and practice guidance directly. Second, community
support: Through social media and Sufism blogs, practitioners can connect with
communities of similar interest, while e-learning platforms provide online discussion
forums to interact with instructors and other practitioners. Third, increased understanding:
By attending lectures, e-learning materials, and Sufism content, practitioners can engage in
continuous learning, enriching their understanding and inspiring their spiritual journey (R.
Wijaya 2023, 23-27).
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The role of the digital era in expanding the insights and spiritual connections of
individuals in the tradition of asceticism is also very high. The digital age has great potential
to expand the insights and spiritual connections of individuals in the tarigah tradition.
Access to Spiritual Resources: Through the internet, one can read and study various
writings, scriptures, and teachings on Sufism from shaykhs, murshids, khalifahs, and other
prominent scholars and spiritual figures. There are learning materials, lectures, and videos
of tasawwuf with online platforms that can also deepen their understanding of the tarigah
tradition of tasawwuf in their spiritual insights (Hidayati 2022, 203). Through online
discussion forums, individuals can interact, share experiences, and get spiritual support
from other Sufism practitioners. Mobile applications guide dhikr, meditation, and worship
schedules to strengthen spiritual practices. The digital era allows individuals to spread
spiritual messages through personal blogs or social media, becoming agents of spiritual

change and providing inspiration to others (Hidayat and Zein 2022, 133).

In the context of Sufism, the digital age allows individuals to access a wide array of
spiritual resources available online. For example, individuals can access scriptures such as
the Quran in various translations, commentaries and interpretations through available apps
or websites. They can also find recordings of lectures and recitations from renowned
scholars or practitioners of Sufism, join online forums, discussion groups, or social
networks specifically dedicated to Sufism practitioners. Here, they can share their
experiences, knowledge and insights, and support each other in their spiritual journey. This
kind of virtual community allows individuals to connect with people from different
backgrounds and geographical areas who share the same interests and spiritual goals within
the framework of Sufism rather than any other perspective (Mustakim, Rouzi, and Tumin
2021, 53).

In the future, digital technologies will continue to shape the practice of tarekat in
various forms. First, improved accessibility through apps and digital platforms, deepening
the understanding of Sufism. Second, the development of specialized apps and
technologies, such as meditation apps or online community platforms for Sufism
practitioners. Third, global collaboration through online conferences and virtual discussion
groups for knowledge exchange. Fourth, the transformation of learning methods with
distance learning and online consultations. Fifth, is the application of digital ethics in
spiritual practices (A. Wijaya, Suwendi, and Syamsuddin 2021, 175). Tariqah practitioners
need to understand and respect digital ethics, such as wise and responsible use of
technology, avoiding unethical behavior such as online debates that indicate hoaxes and
unhealthy competition, and maintaining privacy and security in their digital interactions
(Munandar 2021). However, there is still a need for awareness and a good balance between

the use of technology and authentic spiritual practices. Deep spiritual experiences and a
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deep understanding in Sufism still depend on direct interaction with spiritual teachers,

physical community, and spiritual practice that involves being present.

Admittedly, the transformation of digital technology brings flexibility, but negative
impacts as well. Constant connectedness can cause burnout, disrupt the boundaries
between personal and professional life, and reduce rest time. Digital distractions interfere
with productivity and concentration. Social media opens up social opportunities but also
brings excessive comparison and false information that can affect emotional well-being and
the quality of social relationships. Individuals can get trapped in a narrow information
bubble, only being exposed to views that align with their thoughts (Hasibuan et al. 2022, 1).
An inhibiting factor in the integration of spiritual practices of Sufism in the digital age is
the risk of dependence on digital technology that can divert attention and time from actual
spiritual practices. Individuals may be tempted to spend excessive time in the use of social
media or digital entertainment applications, thus neglecting the time that should be
allocated for spiritual practices. In addition, there is also the risk of being negatively
influenced by digital content that is incompatible with spiritual values (Purwaningtiyas
2019).

The integration of digital technology in the spiritual practice of Sufism can disrupt
focus and concentration, especially when used excessively. Addiction to social media or
electronic devices can distract from spiritual practices that should be prioritized. The risk of
a lack of deep spiritual experiences also arises due to anonymous digital connections (Al-
Mamun et al. 2023). Excessive use of technology can reduce self-awareness and hinder
spiritual growth. Distractions from social media can hinder the practice of dhikr or
meditation, as well as affect spiritual understanding under the tarekat. Lack of direct
interaction with spiritual teachers can affect the quality of the relationship and spiritual
guidance (Olivencia-Carrién et al. 2018, 5). When too busy with work or digital activities, it
can reduce consistency and discipline in spiritual practice. In the face of these challenges,
one should be able to set aside dedicated time for spiritual practice, choose content that

supports the practice, and maintain a direct relationship with the spiritual teacher.

Practitioners of Sufism orders also need to face challenges related to privacy and
security in the digital age that may pose a risk of cyberattack breaches. Tariqah practitioners
need to ensure that they maintain the privacy and security of their personal and college data
and choose platforms or applications that are safe and trusted. Practitioners of Sufism can
adopt prudent strategies in the use of digital technology and it is important to maintain
balance, authenticity, and reference. Having high awareness, developing self-discipline,
maintaining focus on spiritual goals, and overcoming challenges faced in the digital age.
Through digital technology, information can spread quickly, but it can also lead to the

emergence of inaccurate or even misleading information related to spiritual teachings and
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practices. Individuals need to be careful in selecting and verifying the sources of spiritual

information they access so as not to get lost or trapped in misunderstandings (Muttaqgin
2021).

Excessive or addictive digital technology can lead to dependency that interferes with
spiritual practices. Too much time spent in front of a screen, caught up in social media, or
over-reliance on spiritual apps without proper balancing can disrupt focus, presence, and
the quality of spiritual experiences (Gongalves, Dias, and Correia 2020). Digital technology
can provide access to various spiritual resources and content, but it often cannot replace
the direct experience of meeting a spiritual teacher or joining a spiritual community activity.
These in-person experiences play an important role in spiritual growth and the

development of deeper relationships with God and others.

Hence, individuals need to be wise in their use of digital technology without losing
touch with direct spiritual practice and personal reflection. With proper awareness, the
digital age can be a source of strengthening in an individual's spiritual journey.
Understanding the implications of integrating the spiritual practices of Sufism in the digital
age requires a comprehensive understanding through a search of related literature and
references. With such knowledge, Sufism practitioners can integrate digital technology

wisely while maintaining a balance with the deeper spiritual dimension.

4. Significance of Balance

Practitioners of Sufism should maintain a balance between the use of technology and
authentic spiritual experiences, and continue to prioritize building self-awareness and
closeness to God in their journey. Therefore, Sufism practitioners need to maintain a
balance between their use of digital technology and their spiritual practices and continue to

prioritize personal reflection and meaningful relationships in their daily lives.

The role of individuals in maintaining a balance between digital technology and
spiritual practices in the context of Sufism is indispensable. Maintaining a balance between
the use of digital technology and direct spiritual practice in the context of Sufism is
important in the digital age. Some steps that individuals can take to maintain this balance
include. First, setting priorities: Set priorities on direct spiritual practice and spiritual
journey. Set aside time specifically to engage in spiritual practices such as meditation, dhikr,
and contemplation. Do not allow the use of technology to take over the time and attention
that should be devoted to spiritual practices. Second, set boundaries for technology use: It is
necessary to set clear boundaries regarding the use of digital technology. It is important to
set specific times and places where it will be used, e.g. only at certain times or in designated
areas and domains. It is important to avoid excessive use or interfering with spiritual

practices.
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Third, utilize them as tools. Use available meditation or remembrance apps to help
you practice these practices regularly. Technology is only a tool, and the core of spiritual
practice still lies in personal experience and connection with God. Fowurth, create a space
and time free from technology. Create a space and time that is free from the influence of
technology. It takes time to completely disconnect with technology to bring presence and
calmness to spiritual practice. Fif#h, seek and share with a spiritual community. A
supportive spiritual community is needed to maintain a balance between technology and
spiritual practice. It requires guidance from experienced spiritual teachers and exchanging
experiences with fellow Sufism practitioners. This community can provide support and

inspiration on the spiritual journey (Maulana 2019, 25).

By practicing these steps, individuals can maintain a healthy balance between the use
of digital technology and direct spiritual practice in the context of Sufism. The ultimate
goal of spiritual practice is to achieve closeness to God, and technology can be used as a
tool that supports the spiritual journey. Further ways to maintain a balance between the
use of technology and the practice of Sufism include, firsz, a deeper awareness of the
patterns of technology use. It is necessary to avoid using technology excessively or without
clear direction. Careful self-monitoring can help limit unnecessary use of technology and
prioritize spiritual practices. Second, avoid content that does not support spiritual practice or
can disrupt concentration and inner calm. Third, taking a moment to meditate or do dhikr.
This can help to enter into technology use with a more conscious state and connected to

spiritual practice.

Fourth, set aside a certain period in a day or week to not use technology at all. This is
to engage in deeper spiritual practice. This digital restriction can help create a calm and
focused space for deepening spiritual practice. Fiffh, combine technology with spiritual
practices. For example, using apps that provide scripture readings, prayer collections, or
Sufism learning materials. By adopting these steps, individuals can establish a healthy
balance between the use of digital technology and direct spiritual practice in the context of
Sufism. It is important to respect and maintain the spiritual values underlying the practice
of Sufism while utilizing the potential offered by digital technology in supporting the

spiritual journey.

CONCLUSION

Spirituality in Islam, especially in the Tarekat Sufism, emphasizes the importance of
connecting with Allah SWT through the practice of worship and adapting to the times. In
the digital era, the practitioners of farefat face unique challenges and opportunities in their

spiritual journey. Digital technology facilitates access to spiritual resources and enables
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broader communication, but also carries risks such as excessive use that can interfere with
the authenticity of the spiritual experience. For example, at the peak of farekat practice,
online platforms need to be abandoned because the inner media (khasyafj cannot
collaborate with digital media.

The contribution of this study lies in revealing how digital technology influences
spiritual practices in Tarekat Sufism, providing new perspectives on the balance between
technology use and authentic spiritual experiences. The study also highlights the
importance of maintaining personal reflection, meaningful relationships, and active
engagement with the spiritual community as a way to integrate technology without
compromising the values of the farekat.

However, this study has limitations due to its limited scope. Therefore, further
research is needed to understand the impact of digital technology on the spiritual practices
of the congregation in more detail. Future research could include field studies and surveys
involving congregation practitioners from various communities to collect concrete data on
the interaction between technology and spirituality. This approach would not only deepen
our understanding of the influence of technology in the context of the congregation, but
could also provide a new framework to support the harmonious integration of spiritual

traditions with modern technology.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Ach. Shodiqil Hafil. 2022. “Refleksi Pembelajaran Tasawuf Selama Pandemi Covid-19 Di
TAIN Kediri.” Spiritualita 6(1): 17-26.

https:/ /jurnalfuda.iainkediri.ac.id/index.php/spiritualita/article / view/388.

Addo, Giuseppina. 2021. “Join the Holy Spirit on Zoom.” Approaching Religion 11(2): 45-61.
https:/ /journal.fi/ar/article/view/107728.

Ahyar, Muzayyin. 2017. “Islamic Clicktivism: Internet, Democracy and Contemporary
Islamist Activism in Surakarta.” Studia Islamika 24(3): 435.
http://journal.uinjkt.ac.id/index.php/studia-islamika/article /view/4859.

Al-haramain, Elmansyah. 2011. “Shifting Orientation in Sufism: Its Development and
Doctrine Adjustment in History.” Indonesian Journal of Islam and Muslim Societies 1(2):
273. http:/ /ijims.iainsalatiga.ac.id/index.php/ijims/article /view/ 74.

Al-Mamun, Firoj et al. 2023. “Nomophobia among University Students: Prevalence,
Correlates, and the Mediating Role of Smartphone Use between Facebook Addiction
and Nomophobia.” Heliyon 903): c14284.

26 | Tarekat in the Digital Age: ... 13-30 (Armyn Hasibuan, et. al )



ISSN: 1411-1632 (Pring) 2527-5992 (Oniine e Rellald

Vol. 27 No. 1 April 2024

https:/ /linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve /pii/S2405844023014913.

Amiruddin, Amiruddin, Muhammad Qorib, and Zailani Zailani. 2021. “A Study of the Role
of Islamic Spirituality in Happiness of Muslim Citizens.” HTS Teologiese Studies /|
Theological Studies T7(4). http:/ /www.hts.org.za/index.php/HTS/article/view/6655.

Anwar. 2021. Digital Sufism: A Guide to Integrating Technology in Spiritual Practice. ]akarta:
Gramedia.

Asfa, Widiyanto. 2006. “Spirituality Amidst the Uproar of Modernity: The Ritual of Dhikr
and Its Meanings among Members of Nagshbandy Sufi Order in Western Europe.”
Al-Jami’ab: Journal of Islamic Studies 44(2): 251.
http://www.aljamiah.or.id/index.php/AJIS/article/view/58.

Ashoumi, Hilyah, Ludfiah H Novi Cahyani, and Muhammad Kris Yuan Hidayatulloh.
2022. “Internalization of Religious Moderation Values Through Learning Moral
Sufism with Implications for Student Association Ethics.” SCHOOLAR: Social and
Literature Study in Edncation 2(2).

Azwar, Welhendri, and Muliono Muliono. 2022. “The Multifaced Politics: A Study on
Polarization of Political Behavior of Tarekat Community in West Sumatera,
Indonesia.”  AlJami'ah:  Jowrnal  of  Islamic  Studies  60(2):  315-46.
https://aljamiah.or.id/index.php/AJIS /article /view /60201.

Bruinessen, Martin van. 2014. “The Origins and Development of Sufi Orders (Tarekat) in
Southeast Asia.” Studia Islamika 1(1). http://journal.uinjkt.ac.id/index.php/studia-
islamika/article/view/864.

Elmansyah, Elmansyah. 2016. “DAKWAH SUFISTIK DI ERA DIGITAL.” A/-Hikmah
10(1). https://jurnaliainpontianak.or.id/index.php/alhikmah /article /view/ 547.

Ghobary Bonab, Bagher, Maureen Miner, and Marie-Therese Proctor. 2013. “Attachment
to God in Islamic Spirituality.”  Journal of Muslim Mental Health 7(2).
http://hdlhandle.net/2027/sp0.10381607.0007.205.

Gitosaroso, Muh., Sulkhan Chamim, and Muhammad Masruri. 2022. “Tariqa Haq
Nagsyabandi As a System of Islamic Iman Building in Pontianak, West Kalimantan.”
Religia 25(1): 96-112. https://e-
journal.uingusdur.ac.id/index.php/Religia/article/view/4162.

Gongalves, Soraia, Paulo Dias, and Ana-Paula Correia. 2020. “Nomophobia and Lifestyle:
Smartphone Use and Its Relationship to Psychopathologies.” Computers in Human
Behavior Reports 2: 100025.
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve /pii/S2451958820300257.

Halafoff, Anna et al. 2021. “Worldviews Complexity in COVID-19 Times: Australian
Media Representations of Religion, Spirituality and Non-Religion in 2020.” Re/igions
12(9): 682. https:/ /www.mdpi.com/2077-1444/12/9/682.

Hameed, Farhina, Ishtiaq Ahmed Malik, Noor Ul Hadi, and Muhammad Ali Raza. 2023.
“Brand Awareness and Purchase Intention in the Age of Digital Communication: A
Moderated Mediation Model of Celebrity Endorsement and Consumer Attitude.”
Online  Journal — of  Communication — and — Media — Technologies  13(2):  €2023009.
https:/ /www.ojcmt.net/article/brand-awareness-and-purchase-intention-in-the-age-

Tarekat in the Digital Age: ... 13-30 (Armyn Hasibuan, et. al.) | 27



ISSN: 1411-1632 (Print) 2527-5992 (Onine) e ReLIGIM

Vol. 27 No. 1 April 2024

of-digital-communication-a-moderated-mediation-12876.
Hambka. 1996. Tasawuf Modern. Jakarta: Pustaka Panjimas.

Hasibuan, Annisa Rohimah Hasri et al. 2022. “Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Di
Sekolah Penggerak SDN 104231 Sugiharjo Kecamatan Batang Kuis.” Jurnal Pendidikan
dan Konseling 4(0).

Hidayat, Ziaulhaq. 2023. “TRANSFORMING SUFISM INTO DIGITAL MEDIA.”
Episteme: Jurnal Pengembangan Liyn Keislaman 17(2): 197-223.
https://ejournal.uinsatu.ac.id/index.php/epis/atticle /view/6816.

Hidayat, Ziaulhaq, and Achyar Zein. 2022. “SUFISM AND VIRTUAL PIETY: A
Narration of the Millennial Murshid in North Sumatra” JOURNAL OF
INDONESLAN ISL.AM 16(1): 133.
http://jiis.uinsby.ac.id/index.php/J1Is/article/view /2310.

Hidayati, Dahlia. 2022. “Online Sufism and Reestablishing Religious Authority.” Ulununa
26(1): 203-36. https://ulumuna.or.id/index.php/ujis/article/view/488.

Thsani, A. Fikri Amiruddin, and Novi Febriyanti. 2021. “Etika Komunikasi Sebagai Kontrol
Kesalehan Virtual Dalam Perilaku Bermedia Masyarakat Di Era Digital.” Jurnal Al
Azbar Indonesia Seri Iinn Sosial 2(1).

Irawan, Bambang, Mohd Syahiran Abdul Latif, and Ismail Fahmi Arrauf Nasution. 2022.
“Green Sufism Argument as Environmental Ethics (Philosophical Analysis).” Religia
25(1): 82-95. https://e-journal.uingusdur.ac.id/index.php/Religia/article/view/4164.

Istiani, Nurul, and Esti Zadugqisti. 2017. “Konsep Strategi Theistic Spiritual Dalam Layanan
Bimbingan Konseling Dan Psikoterapi Islam.” Re/igia 20(2).

Karisna, Nila Noer. 2022. “Ontologi, Epistimologi, Dan Aksiologi Dalam Perspektif
Filsafat Ilmu Dakwah Di Era Komunikasi Digital.” JISAB: The Journal of Islamic
Commmunication and Broadcasting 2(1): 66-81.
https:/ /jisab.iaiq.ac.id/index.php/kpi/article/view /17.

Khadavi, Jadid, Ahmat Nizar, and Akhmad Syahri. 2023. “Increasing The Effectiveness of
Islamic Religious Education Learning in Building Students’s Spiritual Intelligence.”
International — Journal — of  Islamic — Thought — and — Humanities — 2(2):  201-9.
https://journal.staitaruna.ac.id/index.php/ijith /article /view/ 104.

Kusumadewi, and Harjoko. 2019. “Era Digital Dan Perubahan Paradigma Masyarakat.”
Jurnal llmiah Teknik Industri 17(2): 85-90.

Mahipalan, Manju, Sheena, and Sudheer Muhammed. 2019. “Examining the Role of
Workplace Spirituality and Teacher Self-Efficacy on Organizational Citizenship
Behaviour of Secondary School Teachers: An Indian Scenario.” Vision: The Journal of
Business Perspective 23(1): 80-90.
http:/ /journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0972262918821241.

Mansouri, Mabrouk Chibani. 2018. “Holy Time and Popular Invented Rituals in Islam:
Structures and Symbolism.” _ALJami'ah: Journal of Islamic Studies 56(1): 121-54.
https://aljamiah.or.id/index.php/AJIS/article/view /56105.

Maulana, Luhtfi. 2019. “Theology of Humanity in the Sufism Community of the Sabbaqal

28 | Tarekat in the Digital Age: ... 13-30 (Armyn Hasibuan, et. al )



ISSN: 1411-1632 (Pring) 2527-5992 (Oniine e Rellald

Vol. 27 No. 1 April 2024

Mufarridiyah Group in Pekalongan Indonesia.” JURNAL PENELITIAN: 25.
https://e-journal.uingusdur.ac.id/index.php/Penelitian/article /view/1512.

Miswari, Miswari, Abdul Aziz Dahlan, and Abdul Hadi W.M. 2022. “Hamzah FansutT’s
Contextual Analogies: Wujadiyya Teaching in Malay 16th Century.” Teosofia: Indonesian
Journal of Islamic Mysticism 11(1): 103-22.
https:/ /journal.walisongo.ac.id/index.php/teosofia/article/view/11243.

Mollah, Md Alamgir, Jae-Hyeok Choi, Su-Jung Hwang, and Jin-Kyo Shin. 2023. “Exploring
a Pathway to Sustainable Organizational Performance of South Korea in the Digital
Age: The Effect of Digital Leadership on IT Capabilities and Organizational
Learning.” Sustainability 15(10): 7875. https://www.mdpi.com/2071-
1050/15/10/7875.

Mu, Jifeng, Ellen Thomas, Jiayin Qi, and Yong Tan. 2018. “Online Group Influence and
Digital Product Consumption.” Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science 46(5).

Munandar, Siswoyo Aris. 2021. “The Role of Tarekat Qadiriyah Wa Nagsyabandiyah in the
Era of Covid-19 Pandemic.” Jurnal Moderasi: the Journal of Ushuluddin and Islamic Thonght,
and Muslim Societies 1(1).

. 2023. “Social and Economic Sufism: The Development and Role of Sufism in the
Digital and Modern Era.” Jurnal Rawakib 4(1): 13-27.
http://kawakib.ppj.unp.ac.id/index.php/kwkib /article/view/112.

Mustakim, Muh., Kana Safrina Rouzi, and Tumin Tumin. 2021. “Spiritualization of Child
Education in the Qur’anic Sufism Perspective in the Covid-19 Era.” International
Journal of Islamic Edncational Psychology 2(1): 53—66.
https:/ /journal.umy.ac.id/index.php/ijiep /article/view/11132.

Muttaqin, Jamalul. 2021. “The Digital Da’wah Movement: A Phenomenological Question
of Urban Sufism Women.” Tashwirul Affear 40(2).

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. 1996. “Introduction to Mystical Tradition.” In History of Islamic
Philosophy 170l. 1, eds. Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Oliver Leaman. LLondon & New York:
Routledge, 367.

Netz, Yael et al. 2021. “Personalized Multicomponent Exercise Programs Using
Smartphone Technology among Older People: Protocol for a Randomized Controlled
Trial.” BMC Geriatrics 21(1): 605.
https://bmcgeriatr.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12877-021-02559-2.

Nurani, Shinta. 2018. "Urban Sufism and Transformation of Islamic Culture in Millennial
Society." RELIGIA:  Jurnal ~mn-llmu  Keislaman  21(2):  156-169. https://e-
journal.uingusdur.ac.id/Religia/article/view/6918.

Nurhayati, Meilisa Ani et al. 2023. “Islam Dan Tantangan Dalam FEra Digital:
Mengembangkan Koneksi Spiritual Dalam Dunia Maya.” AL-AUFA: JURNAL
PENDIDIKAN DAN KAJIAN KEISLAMAN 5(1): 1-27.
https:/ /journal.unugiri.ac.id/index.php/AL-AUFA /article/view/1618.

Olivencia-Carrién, Maria Angustias et al. 2018. “Temperament and Characteristics Related
to Nomophobia.” Psychiatry Research 2606: 5-10.
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve /pii/S0165178117317924.

Tarekat in the Digital Age: ... 13-30 (Armyn Hasibuan, et. al.) | 29


https://e-journal.uingusdur.ac.id/Religia/article/view/6918
https://e-journal.uingusdur.ac.id/Religia/article/view/6918

ISSN: 1411-1632 (Print) 2527-5992 (Onine) e ReLIGIM

Vol. 27 No. 1 April 2024

Purwaningtiyas, Pranindya. 2019. “Literasi Informasi Dan Literasi Media.” IQRA": Jurnal
Linmu Perpustakaan dan Informasi (e-Jonrnal) 12(2): 1.
http://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/iqra/article/view/3978.

Rahmatullah, Azam Syukur et al. 2022. “Digital Era 4.0.” Linguistics and Culture Review 6.

Rijal, Syamsul. 2020. “Revitalizing Hadhrami Authority: New Networks, Figures and
Institutions ~ among  Hab2ib  in  Indonesia”  Studia  Islamika  27(2).
http:/ /journal.uinjkt.ac.id/index.php/studia-islamika/article /view/9382.

Riyadi, Abdul Kadir. 2021. “Tasawuf Dalam Cengkeraman Materialisme Historis: Kajian
Pemikiran ~ Husein ~ Muruwwa.”  Jurnal THEOLOGLA  31(2):  277-312.
https:/ /journal.walisongo.ac.id/index.php/teologia/article/view/ 6746.

Roof, Richard A. 2015. “The Association of Individual Spirituality on Employee
Engagement: The Spirit at Work.” Journal of Business Ethics 130(3): 585-99.
http://link.springer.com/10.1007/s10551-014-2246-0.

Sabaruddin Bisri, Sukiman, and Muzakkir. 2022. “The Actualization of Magamat and
Ahwal in Modern Life (Study of the Nagsyabandiyah Babussalam Congregation,
Langkat).” Konfrontasi: [urnal Kultural, Ekonomi dan Perubahan Sosial 9(1): 81-89.
https:/ /www.konfrontasi.net/index.php/konfrontasi2/article/view/195.

Septiawadi, Septiawadi. 2017. “Pergolakan Pemikiran Tasawuf Di Indonesia: Kajian Tokoh
Sufi Ar-Raniri.” KRALAM 7(1): 183.
http://ejournal.radenintan.ac.id/index.php/KALAM/article/view/448.

Serttas, Aybike. 2020. “Transformation of Love in the Digital Age: The Film Her and
Reaching God through the Love in the Perspective of Sufism.” CINE] Cinema Journal
8(2): 275-306. http:/ /cinej.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/cinej/article/view/264.

Suherman, and Isti’anah. “Pengaruh Era Digital Terhadap Perilaku Sosial Masyarakae.”
Jurnal Manajenen 7(1): 38—49.

Taufik, Zulfan, and Muhammad Taufik. 2021. “Mediated Tarekat Qadiriyah Wa
Nagshabandiyah in the Digital Era: An Ethnographic Overview.” ESENSLA: Jurnal
Limn-Timn Ushuluddin 22(1): 35-43. https://ejournal.uin-
suka.ac.id/ushuluddin/esensia/article/view/2511.

Waddick, Doyle. 2023. “Sufism, Attention and Digital Colonization.” Uskiidar Universitesi
Tasavvuf Arastirmalar: Enstitiisii Dergisi 2023(3): 11-25.
https:/ /jissjournal.com/makale/37.

Wahyudi, and Mardani. “Tantangan Dan Peluang Spiritualitas D1 Era Digital.” Jurnal Agama
dan Lintas Budaya 5(2): 151-65.

Wijaya, Aksin, Suwendi Suwendi, and Sahiron Syamsuddin. 2021. “Observing Islam With
Ethics: From Hatred Theology to Religious Ethics.” QIJIS (Qudus International Jonrnal
of Istamic Studies) 9(1): 175.
https:/ /journal.iainkudus.ac.id/index.php/QIJIS /atticle/view/9538.

Wijaya, Roma. 2023. “Rekontruksi Ajaran Sufistik Era Medsos (Kajian Konsep Zuhud).”
Al-Dzikra: — Jurnal — Studi  Ilmu  al-Qur'an  dan  al-Hadits — 17(1):  23-306.
http://ejournal.radenintan.ac.id/index.php/al-dzikra/article/view/13768.

30 | Tarekat in the Digital Age: ... 13-30 (Armyn Hasibuan, et. al )



	DISCUSSION
	1. Spirituality in Islam
	2. The Digital Age, Social Transformation, and its Implications
	3. Opportunities and Challenges of Applying Digital Technology in Tarekat
	4. Significance of Balance

	CONCLUSION

